
VI. Natural Environment/Setting North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
Division of Public Health 

Federal statutes require that early intervention services be provided in natural environments and may only be provided in other settings 
when outcomes cannot be achieved satisfactorily in the natural environment. IDEA requires justification to support the IFSP team’s 
decision that the outcome cannot be achieved satisfactorily in the natural environment. 

Outcome 
# Service  

1. Discuss Efforts and Rationale 
Why Outcome Cannot be Met 
in Natural Environment 

2. Describe How the Intervention will 
be Generalized into Child’s and 
Family’s Daily Routines and 
Activities 

3. Identify Steps for 
Moving Intervention 
into a Natural 
Environment 

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

  Child’s Name:        
  Medicaid Number:         N/A 

 Agency:       
  Section Number:        
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Instructions: 

Federal statutes require that early intervention services be provided in natural environments and may only be 
provided in other settings when outcomes cannot be achieved satisfactorily in the natural environment. IDEA 
requires justification to support the IFSP team’s decision that the outcome cannot be achieved satisfactorily in 
the natural environment. 

 

Outcome #:  Identify which outcome (by number) cannot be achieved satisfactorily in the natural environment. You may 
have more than one outcome but answer for each one individually. 

Service: List the specific service. 

#1. Discuss efforts and rationale as to why outcome cannot be met in the natural environment. Provide supportive 
information from the team. Lack of service providers who are willing to provide services in the natural environment is 
not a justification, nor is family choice. Justification should specify the rationale for why the setting selected is 
appropriate for the child. 

#2. Describe how the intervention will be generalized into the child’s and family’s daily routines and activities. Provide 
information about what the service provider, the family, or other caregivers are doing that is consistent with the daily 
routines and activities. When is intervention occurring in daily routines/activities? 

#3. Identify steps for moving intervention into a natural environment. Provide intervention strategies for moving from a 
setting, which is not considered natural or typical for the child into a natural environment. Think about gradually 
moving from one setting to the other, mixing the settings, and eventually getting to all settings that are natural 
environments. 

 

Child’s Name:  Enter the first, middle, and last name of the child. 

Medicaid Number:  Enter child’s Medicaid number. If child does not have a Medicaid number, check the box indicating 
N/A. 

Agency:  Identify which Children’s Developmental Services Agency is involved. 

Section Number: Identify page using the roman numerals corresponding with the Section. If inserting additional pages, 
indicate with letter of alphabet after numeral (e.g. if adding a page to Section III, identify that page as IIIa). 
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